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Welcome to your comprehensive guide for preparing for the
Check Point Certified Security Administrator [CCSA) exam!

Earning your CCSA certification validates your essential skills in

managing and maintaining Check Point security solutions, opening

doors to exciting career opportunities in cybersecurity. This guide

will provide you with a structured, actionable path to success.
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The Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) certification is designed to prove your ability to configure and

manage Check Point Security Gateways and Management Software Blades.

Prerequisites

There are no required prerequisites for the exam.

e Base Knowledge ([Recommended) - Unix/Linux and/or
Windows 0S, Internet & Networking Fundamentals and TCP/IP
Networking

e Check Point Course (Recommended] - Check Point Deployment
Administrator

Exam Name & Code

Check Point Certified Security Administrator R82 (Exam Code:
156-215.82). Always verify the latest exam code on the Pearson VUE
website as it can change with new product versions.

Number of Questions
The exam consists of 100 multiple-choice questions.

Exam Duration

You have 90 minutes to complete the exam. If you are taking the
exam in a country where English is not the native language, you
receive an additional 15 minutes.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide

Passing Score
A score of 70% or higher is required to pass.

Exam Cost
The fee is $300 USD, but this can vary by region and testing center.
Always confirm the exact price during registration on Pearson VUE.

Delivery Options

You can take the exam at a Pearson VUE Authorized Testing Center
or via OnVUE online proctored testing from your home or office. If
choosing OnVUE, ensure you have a stable Internet connection, a
quiet environment, a functioning webcam, and a microphone.
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To ensure your certifications are correctly linked and accessible,
please note the following:

The email address used for Pearson VUE exam registration This alignment is essential for your certifications to be
must be the exact same email address associated with your reflected in your User Center and to enable e-certificate
User Center profile. downloads.

If your User Center account is missing the certificate or uses a different email
address than your Pearson VUE account, contact the Check Point Account
Services team for resolution.

Call the relevant number and select option 3. Chat or Web ticket

--> Select the non-technical option

If your Certificate is not in your User
Center account after THREE DAYS,
contact Check Point Account Services.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide
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Who is the This certification is ideal for network security administrators, system

CCSA for?

engineers, security analysts, and anyone involved in the day-to-day
management of Check Point Security Gateways and Management Servers.

© ®© ® ®© @

The CCSA certification is invaluable for establishing yourself in the cybersecurity
industry and accelerating your career trajectory. The CCSA specifically proves
Why Get your foundational expertise with Check Point’s leading security products and
Certified? serves as verifiable proof of specialized knowledge and skills. By validating your
skills to employers, the CCSA enhances your career prospects and acts as a

crucial prerequisite for advanced Check Point certifications such as the CCSE.
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Scheduling a Check Point Exam

When scheduling your Check Point certification exam through Pearson VUE, you have two primary options:

Pearson VUE Authorized Testing Center OnVUE Online Testing

Choosing a testing center offers a controlled, distraction-free OnVUE provides the convenience and flexibility to take the exam from
environment with on-site technical support and reliable equipment. your preferred location on your webcam-enabled computer. This comes
However, it requires travel and adheres to a more fixed scheduling, with strict environment rules and the responsibility to meet technical
potentially limiting flexibility. requirements for a stable, uninterrupted testing experience.

When using an exam voucher or promo code, enter it on the

Payment and Billing page during checkout by clicking Add Voucher or Promo Code.
Do not use a Private Access Code for this purpose.

4 )

To register or learn more, visit the OnVUE
online testing information page.

N\ /
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Official Resources & Recommended Experience

Leveraging official resources and having practical experience are paramount to your success.

Check Point Security Administration (CCSA) Course:

While not strictly mandatory to take the exam, completing the official
Check Point Certified Security Administration course is highly
recommended. It provides structured learning, hands-on labs, and
expert instruction that significantly aids in exam preparation. Click
HERE to find an Authorized Training Center (ATC).

Check Point Documentation:

Supplement your learning with Check Point's official courseware
documentation. This e-documentation is included with the purchase
of the training, yet is available for purchase independently from a
Check Point reseller. Additional documentation to assist in self-

study include administration guides, and SecureKnowledge (SK)

base articles available on Check Point’'s support portal. These are
excellent resources for clarifying concepts and understanding specific
configurations.

Training Data Sheet:
This is an important study document. Refer to the Training Data Sheet

for the course overview that outlines the course objectives provided
by Check Point for the specific exam version you are taking. These
objectives outline exactly what is covered in the course and these are
the basis for the certification exam.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide

Exam Practice Questions:

For optimal preparation and to gauge your readiness, consider taking

the official Check Point CCSA Practice Exam on Pearson VUE. This

resource offers a valuable opportunity to familiarize yourself with the

exam'’s format and question style, as it draws a subset of questions

from the actual exam pool. During the practice exam, you can verify

correct answers, providing immediate feedback to reinforce your

understanding before sitting for the certification exam. Focus on

understanding the concepts behind the questions, not just memorizing

answers.

e Exam Code: 156-609 (Coming Soon)

e Number of Questions: 40

e Exam Duration: 30 minutes

e Cost: $50 USD

e Key Feature: Ability to verify the correct answers during the exam
using the Correct Answer button.

Recommended Experience:

Check Point suggests candidates have 6-12 months of hands-on
experience working with Check Point products. Additionally, a solid
understanding of general networking principles, TCP/IP, and basic
Linux command-line knowledge is very beneficial.

| 7
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Core Study Modules

This section outlines the key areas covered in the CCSA course/exam, broken down into modules. For each, you need to

master key concepts, understand how to perform the associated lab tasks, and be aware of common pitfalls to avoid.

4 )

Check Point certification exams adhere to industry standards and
best practices. Approximately 80% of the exam questions are derived
from the official training course content. The remaining 20% assess

product knowledge, which can be acquired through documentation

such as administration guides and SecureKnowledge documents, or f E
practical real-world experience.
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Introduction to Quantum Security

Key Concepts: e Check Point Three-Tier Architecture (Security Management Server, Security Gateway, SmartConsole).
e Gaia Portal and Gaia Command Line Interface (CLI).
e SmartConsole navigation (GATEWAYS & SERVERS, SECURITY POLICIES, LOGS & EVENTS, MANAGE & SETTINGS

Views).
What You Need to e |dentify and explain the primary components of the Check Point Three-Tier Architecture and their interoperation.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Navigate and perform basic exploration of Gaia on various Check Point components (SMS, Log Server, Gateway

Cluster Members).
e Connect to and effectively navigate the SmartConsole interface.

Associated Lab e Explore Gaia on the Security Management Server, Dedicated Log Server, and Security Gateway Cluster Members.
Exercises: e Connect to SmartConsole and navigate its various views.
Common Pitfalls: e Misunderstanding the distinct roles of the Management Server and Security Gateway.

e Initial connectivity issues between SmartConsole and the Management Server.
e Difficulty navigating the different SmartConsole views efficiently.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide | 9
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Administrator Account Management

Key Concepts: e Purpose and types of SmartConsole administrator accounts.
e Administrator collaboration features: session management, concurrent administration, concurrent policy
installation.
e Administrator profiles and permissions.

What You Need to e Explain the purpose and functionality of SmartConsole administrator accounts.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Create new administrators and assign appropriate profiles.
e Manage concurrent administrator sessions, including taking over and verifying session status.

Associated Lab e Create New Administrators and Assign Profiles.
Exercises: e Test Administrator Profile Assignments.

e Manage Concurrent Administrator Sessions.

e Take Over Another Session and Verify Session Status.

Common Pitfalls: e Incorrectly assigning permissions, leading to access issues.
e Challenges with concurrent administration, such as session conflicts or understanding changes.
e |eaving active sessions by forgetting to log out properly.
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Object Management

Key Concepts: e Purpose and importance of SmartConsole Objects.
e Types of SmartConsole Objects: Physical (e.g., Gateways & Servers) and Logical (e.g., Network Objects, Service
Objects).

e (Object properties and configuration.

What You Need to e Explain the role of SmartConsole Objects in building security policies.
Know/Be Able to Do: e |dentify and differentiate between various physical and logical object types.
e View, modify, and manage existing GATEWAYS & SERVERS, Network, and Service Objects.

Associated Lab e View and Modify GATEWAYS & SERVERS Objects.
Exercises: e View and Modify Network Objects.
e View and Modify Service Objects.

Common Pitfalls: e Creating redundant or incorrectly configured objects.
e Misunderstanding the impact of object changes on existing policies.
e Difficulty locating desired objects within a large environment.
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Module 4: Security Policy Management

Key Concepts: e Purpose and fundamental elements of Security Policies.
e Security Rule Base structure, order, and processing.
e Features and capabilities that enhance policy configuration and management (e.g., rule comments, sections).
e Policy installation process and verification.

What You Need to e Explain the role of Security Policies in controlling network traffic.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Identify essential elements of a security policy [source, destination, service, action, track).
e Verify, modify, install, and test the Standard Security Policy.

Associated Lab e Verify the Security Policy.
Exercises: e Modify Security Policies.
e Install the Standard Security Policy.
e Test the Security Policy.

Common Pitfalls: e Incorrect rule order leading to unintended traffic flow.
e Failing to verify policy before installation, causing issues.
e Policy installation failures.
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Key Concepts: e Check Point policy layer concept (Ordered Layers, Shared Inline Layers).
* How policy layers affect traffic inspection and rule processing.
e Benefits of using policy layers for modularity and organization.

Policy Layers

What You Need to e Demonstrate a clear understanding of the policy layer concept.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Explain the traffic inspection flow through different policy layers.
e Add, configure, deploy, and test rules within Ordered Layers and create/test Inline DMZ Layers.

Associated Lab e Add an Ordered Layer.

Exercises: e Configure and Deploy the Ordered Layer Rules.
e Test the Ordered Layer Policy.
e Create an Inline DMZ Layer.
e Test the Inline DMZ Layer.

Common Pitfalls: e Misunderstanding the order of inspection between layers.
e Incorrectly linking or unlinking shared layers.
e Unexpected traffic behavior due to layer misconfiguration.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide | 13
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Module 6: Security Operations Monitoring

Key Concepts: e Purpose of Security Operations Monitoring (SmartLog, SmartEvent, Monitoring Blade).
e Log Server configuration and tuning.
e Predefined and custom queries for log filtering.
e Monitoring the state and performance of Check Point systems.

What You Need to e Explain the importance of monitoring security operations.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Configure Log Management and tune Log Server settings.
e [Effectively use predefined and custom queries to analyze logging results.
e Monitor the status and health of Check Point systems via the Monitoring Blade.

Associated Lab e Configure Log Management.

Exercises: e Enhance Rulebase View, Rules, and Logging.
e Review Logs and Search for Data.
e Configure the Monitoring Blade.
e Monitor the Status of the Systems.

Common Pitfalls: e Qverlooking critical alerts due to poor log filtering.
e Performance issues on the Log Server due to improper tuning.
e Difficulty interpreting system status indicators.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide | 14
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Identity Awareness

Module 7:

Key Concepts: e Purpose and benefits of the Identity Awareness solution.
e Essential elements of Identity Awareness (ldentity Collector, User Access Roles).
e Integration with security policies.

What You Need to e Explain how Identity Awareness enhances security by integrating user and computer identities into the security
Know/Be Able to Do: policy.
e |dentify the key components and their roles in the Identity Awareness solution.
e Adjust the Security Policy for Identity Awareness, configure the Identity Collector, define User Access Roles, and test
functionality.

Associated Lab e Adjust the Security Policy for Identity Awareness.
Exercises: e Configure the Identity Collector.

e Define the User Access Role.

e Test Identity Awareness.

Common Pitfalls: e Improperly configured Identity Sources preventing user identification.
e Rules not enforcing correctly due to misconfigured user access roles.
e Configuration and communication issues with user authentication and identity retrieval systems.
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HTTPS Inspection

Module 8:

Key Concepts: e Purpose and necessity of the HTTPS Inspection solution.
e Essential elements of HTTPS Inspection (certificates, trusted CAs).
e Impact on traffic analysis and security.

What You Need to e Explain why HTTPS Inspection is crucial for deep packet inspection of encrypted traffic.
Know/Be Able to Do: e [dentify the components required for successful HTTPS Inspection.
e Enable HTTPS Inspection, adjust Access Control Rules, deploy the Security Gateway Certificate, and test/analyze
policy with HTTPS Inspection.

Associated Lab e Enable HTTPS Inspection.
Exercises: e Adjust Access Control Rules.
e Deploy the Security Gateway Certificate.
e Test and Analyze Policy with HTTPS Inspection.

Common Pitfalls: e Certificate trust issues causing browser warnings.
e Performance degradation due to improper configuration.
e Application failures from https inspection interference.
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Module 9: Application Control and URL Filtering

Key Concepts: e Purpose and benefits of Application Control and URL Filtering solutions.
e [Essential elements: Application objects, URL categories, custom URL lists.
e Integration with Access Control Policy.

What You Need to e Explain how Application Control and URL Filtering enhance granular control over web traffic.
Know/Be Able to Do: e |dentify the key components and functionalities of both solutions.
e Adjust the Access Control Policy, create and adjust Application Control and URL Filtering Rules, and test their
effectiveness.

Associated Lab e Adjust the Access Control Policy.
Exercises: e Create and Adjust Application Control and URL Filtering Rules.
e Testand Adjust the Application Control and URL Filtering Rules.

Common Pitfalls: e Overly restrictive policies blocking legitimate applications/websites.
e Performance impact from extensive rule sets.
e Application and Website misidentification.
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Threat Prevention Fundamentals

Module 10:

Key Concepts: e Purpose and importance of the Threat Prevention solution.
e Essential elements of Autonomous Threat Prevention (e.g., Anti-Bot, Anti-Virus, IPS, SandBlast Emulation/
Extraction).

e Threat profiles and their application.

What You Need to e Understand the comprehensive capabilities of Check Point’'s Threat Prevention.
Know/Be Able to Do: e |dentify the core components of Autonomous Threat Prevention.
e Enable and test Autonomous Threat Prevention features.

Associated Lab e Enable Autonomous Threat Prevention.
Exercises: e Test Autonomous Threat Prevention.
Common Pitfalls: e High false-positive rates disrupting legitimate traffic.

e Performance impact due to aggressive threat prevention profiles.
e Out of date signatures and engines.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide | 18
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Exam Day Preparation

Being prepared on exam day is just as important as your study efforts.

Before the Exam: After the Exam:
e Geta good night's sleep. e You'll receive an immediate pass/fail result on your Score
e Eatalight, healthy meal. report.
e Arrive early at the testing center (or log in early for OnVUE] to e The detailed Score report will also be available in

minimize stress. your Pearson VUE account providing feedback on your
e Verify your ID requirements with Pearson VUE in advance to performance in each objective area.

avoid any issues.
e Review your notes on key concepts and commands one last time. Exam Retake Policy:

e Inthe event that you fail your first attempt to pass any Check

During the Exam: Point certification exam, Check Point requires:
e Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock. Don't spend too » 24 hour waiting period before a second attempt

long on any single question. » 30-day waiting period between the second failed attempt
e Read Carefully: Read each question and all answer choices and any subsequent attempts

thoroughly before selecting an answer. Watch out for tricky
wording.

e Flag Questions: If you're unsure, flag the question and move on.
You can return to it later if you have time.

* Review Answers: If time permits, review all your answers,
especially those you flagged.

e Stay Calm: If you encounter a difficult question, take a deep
breath. A calm mind performs better.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide | 19
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After passing your CCSA exam, what is next for your Check Point journey?

Download your e-Certificate

e Login to the User Center, Select Assets/Info or My Check Point,
Select My Certifications, Select Download Certificate.

e |f after three days your certificate is missing or incorrect, contact
the Account Services team for resolution
» Call the relevant number and select option 3.
» Open Chat or Web ticket and select the non-technical option.

Share your Accomplishment

e Share your Credly badge on social media:
https://support.credly.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020964272-
How-do-I-share-my-badge

e Attach your Credly badge to your email signature:
https://support.credly.com/hc/en-us/articles/360041543152-
Can-l-attach-my-badge-to-my-email-signature

Pursue the CCSE Certification

The next logical step is to prepare for the Check Point Certified
Security Expert (CCSE) exam. This advanced certification builds
directly on your CCSA knowledge and is highly valued in the industry.

Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA) Exam Prep Guide

Continuous Learning

The cybersecurity landscape is constantly evolving, as are Check
Point’s products. Commit to continuous learning by staying
updated with new Check Point features, software versions, and
emerging threats.

Engage with the Community

Join the CheckMates community (community.checkpoint.
com). Itis an invaluable resource for asking questions, sharing
knowledge, networking with other Check Point professionals,
and staying informed about the latest product updates and
discussions.

Certification FAQ’s

For answers to all questions concerning Check Point
Certifications, see SecureKnowledge article - sk163417

| 20
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Best Wishes with your
CCSA exam preparation!

Your dedication and hands-on
practice will lead to success.
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