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Exam Prep Guide

Welcome to your comprehensive guide for preparing for the
Check Point Certified Security Expert (CCSE) exam!

Earning your CCSE certification validates your advanced skills

in designing, implementing, and troubleshooting complex Check

Point security environments.

This guide is designed to provide you with a structured, actionable
path to success helping you build upon your foundational —I—\—

knowledge from the CCSA and propel your career forward in the

world of cybersecurity.
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Understanding the CCSE Exam

-
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The Check Point Certified Security Expert (CCSE) certification is designed to validate your advanced skills in designing,

implementing, and troubleshooting complex Check Point security environments.

Prerequisites

¢ Must have passed the Check Point Certified Security
Administrator (CCSA) exam:

» Passed any R8x or newer version of the CCSA
» The CCSA can be expired. It does not have to be currently
valid.

* Base Knowledge (Recommended) - minimum of six months
of practical experience managing a Quantum Security
Environment.

e Check Point Courses (Recommended)

» Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA)
»  Check Point Deployment Administrator (CPDA)

Exam Name & Code

Check Point Certified Security Expert R82 (Exam Code: 156-315.82).

Always confirm the latest exam code on the Pearson VUE website,
as it might change with new product versions.

Number of Questions
The exam consists of 100 multiple-choice questions.
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Exam Duration

You have 90 minutes to complete the exam. If you are taking the
exam in a country where English is not the native language, you
receive an additional 15 minutes.

Passing Score
A score of 70% or higher is required to pass.

Exam Cost
The fee is $300 USD, but this can vary by region and testing center.
Always confirm the exact price during registration on Pearson VUE.

Delivery Options

You can take the exam at a Pearson VUE Authorized Testing
Center or via OnVUE online proctored testing from your home
or office. If choosing OnVUE, ensure you have a stable Internet
connection, a quiet environment, a functioning webcam, and a
microphone.



To ensure your certifications are correctly linked and accessible,
please note the following:

The email address used for Pearson VUE exam registration This alignment is essential for your certifications to be
must be the exact email address associated with your User reflected in your User Center and to enable e-certificate
Center profile. downloads.

If your User Center account is missing the certificate or uses a different email
address than your Pearson VUE account, contact the Check Point Account
Services team for resolution.

Call the relevant number and select option 3. Chat or Web ticket

--> Select the non-technical option

If your Certificate is not in your User
Center account after THREE DAYS,
contact Check Point Account Services.
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. This certification is designed for security professionals responsible for advanced
Who is the J yP P

CCSE for?

deployment, management, and monitoring of a Quantum Security Environment.
This includes Security Engineers, Analysts, Consultants, and Architects.

© ®© ® ®© ©®

The CCSE certification is a vital milestone for cybersecurity professionals looking to
significantly enhance their capabilities with Check Point's products. Building upon the
foundational knowledge proven by the Check Point Certified Security Administrator (CCSA),
the CCSE validates your advanced expertise in configuring, deploying, optimizing, and

Why Get troubleshooting Check Point Security Gateways and Management Servers. Achieving the CCSE
Certified? Is not only invaluable for accelerating your career trajectory and establishing deeper expertise
in the industry, but it also serves as the crucial prerequisite certification on the direct path to
the Check Point Certified Security Master (CCSM) designation. By validating this specialized,
expert-level knowledge to employers, the CCSE greatly enhances your career prospects and
demonstrates a commitment to mastering Check Point’s leading security solutions.
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Scheduling a Check Point Exam

When scheduling your Check Point certification exam through Pearson VUE, you have two primary options:

Pearson VUE Authorized Testing Center OnVUE Online Testing

Choosing a testing center offers a controlled, distraction-free OnVUE provides the convenience and flexibility to take the exam from
environment with on-site technical support and reliable equipment. your preferred location on your webcam-enabled computer. This comes
However, it requires travel and adheres to a more fixed scheduling, with strict environment rules and the responsibility to meet technical
potentially limiting flexibility. requirements for a stable, uninterrupted testing experience.

When using an exam voucher or promo code, enter it on the

Payment and Billing page during checkout by clicking Add Voucher or Promo Code.
Do not use a Private Access Code for this purpose.

4 )

To register or learn more, visit the OnVUE
online testing information page.

\_ /
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Official Resources & Recommended Experience

Leveraging official resources and having practical experience are paramount to your success.

Check Point Security Expert (CCSE) Course

While not strictly mandatory to take the exam, completing the official
Check Point Certified Security Expert course is highly recommended. It
provides structured learning, hands-on labs, and expert instruction that
significantly aids in exam preparation. Click here to find an Authorized
Training Center (ATC).

Check Point Documentation

Supplement your learning with Check Point's official courseware
documentation. This e-documentation is included with the purchase
of the training yet is available for purchase independently from a
Check Point reseller. Additional documentation to assist in self-

study include administration guides, and SecureKnowledge (SK)

base articles available on Check Point’'s support portal. These are
excellent resources for clarifying concepts and understanding specific
configurations.

Training Data Sheet

This is an important study document. Refer to the Training Data Sheet
for the course overview that outlines the course objectives provided
by Check Point for the specific exam version you are taking. These
objectives outline exactly what is covered in the course and these are
the basis for the certification exam.
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Exam Practice Questions

For optimal preparation and to gauge your readiness, consider taking

the official Check Point CCSE Practice Exam on Pearson VUE. This

resource offers a valuable opportunity to familiarize yourself with the

exam'’s format and question style, as it draws a subset of questions

from the actual exam pool. During the practice exam, you can verify

correct answers, providing immediate feedback to reinforce your

understanding before sitting for the certification exam. Focus on

understanding the concepts behind the questions, not just memorizing

answers.

e Exam Code: 156-610

e Number of Questions: 40

e Exam Duration: 30 minutes

e Cost: $50 USD

e Key Feature: Ability to verify the correct answers during the exam
using the Correct Answer button.

Recommended Experience

Check Point suggests candidates have at least six months of hands-on
experience managing a Quantum Security Environment. Additionally,

a solid understanding of general networking principles, TCP/IP, and
basic Linux command-line knowledge is very beneficial.
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This section outlines the key areas covered in the CCSE course/exam broken down into modules. For each, you need to master

key concepts and understand how to perform the associated lab tasks and be aware of common pitfalls to avoid.

-

Check Point certification exams adhere to industry standards and
best practices. Approximately 80% of the exam questions are derived
from the official training course content. The remaining 20% assess

product knowledge, which can be acquired through documentation

such as administration guides and SecureKnowledge documents, or f E
practical real-world experience.

~
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Management High Availability

Key Concepts: e Management High Availability (HA]: Ensures continuous operation of the Security Management Server.
e Primary/Secondary Failover: A designated Primary Server handles all management operations, with a Secondary
Server on standby to take over in case of failure.
e Synchronization: The Primary Server synchronizes its database with the Secondary Server to ensure data consistency.

What You Need to e Explain the roles of Primary and Secondary Security Management Servers in an HA setup.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Articulate the process of failover and how it impacts the security environment.
e Configure and verify the synchronization status between Management HA members.

Associated Lab e Deploy and configure a Secondary Security Management Server.
Exercises: e Simulate a failover and observe how the Secondary Server becomes the Active Management Server.
e Verify the database synchronization status between the Primary and Secondary Servers.

Common Pitfalls: e Improperly configured synchronization leading to data inconsistencies.
e Firewall rules or network issues preventing communication between HA members.
e Lack of a robust failover testing plan, which can lead to unexpected downtime.

Check Point Certified Security Expert (CCSE) Exam Prep Guide | 9



-

Quantum

Advanced Policy Management

Key Concepts: e Updatable Objects: Dynamic objects that automatically update their IP addresses from Check Point’s cloud services.
e NAT Rules: Manually defined rules to control and translate network addresses.
e Security Management behind NAT: Configuring the Management Server to be accessible from behind a Network
Address Translation device.

What You Need to e Implement Updatable Objects to streamline policy management for dynamic cloud services.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Create and manage manual NAT rules for specific network requirements.
e Configure the Security Management Server to be accessible when located behind a NAT device.

Associated Lab e Create and implement a security rule using an Updatable Object.
Exercises: e Configure both static and hide NAT for network and server objects.
e SetupaManagement Server behind NAT configuration to manage a Gateway from a branch office.

Common Pitfalls: e Incorrectly defined NAT rules that lead to connectivity issues or security vulnerabilities.
e Not accounting for the Management Server's new |P address when behind NAT, which can prevent SmartConsole
connections.
e Failing to correctly configure the Updatable Objects preventing them from fetching the latest updates.
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Site-to-Site VPN

Key Concepts: e Site-to-Site VPN: A secure, encrypted connection between two or more Gateways.
e VPN Communities: A logical grouping of Gateways that share a common VPN policy.
e Pre-shared Keys and Certificates: Authentication methods for establishing VPN tunnels.
e Link Selection and ISP Redundancy: Mechanisms for managing VPN traffic across multiple Internet links for failover
and load balancing.

What You Need to e Configure and troubleshoot a Site-to-Site VPN tunnel between two or more Check Point Gateways.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Establish a VPN tunnel with a third-party Gateway using both pre-shared keys and certificates.
e Implement Link Selection and ISP Redundancy to ensure continuous VPN connectivity.

Associated Lab e Configure a VPN community between two internally-managed Security Gateways.
Exercises: e Establish a VPN tunnel with an externally managed Gateway using certificates.
e Test failover and load balancing using ISP Redundancy features.

Common Pitfalls: e Mismatching encryption and hashing algorithms between VPN peers.
e Incorrectly defined VPN domains, leading to misrouting of encrypted traffic.
e Failure to correctly configure NAT exemptions for VPN traffic.
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Module 4: Advanced Security Monitoring

Key Concepts: e SmartEvent: A powerful log and event analysis solution that correlates security data and generates alerts.
e Compliance Blade: A feature that assesses the security policy against industry best practices and regulatory
requirements.
e Events and Alerts: Customizable rules within SmartEvent that trigger notifications based on specific log patterns.

What You Need to e Deploy and configure a SmartEvent Server to begin collecting logs.
Know/Be Able to Do: e (reate and customize SmartEvent events, alerts, and reports.
e Use the Compliance Blade to audit the security policy and report on compliance scores.

Associated Lab e Configure a SmartEvent Server and verify that logs are being received.
Exercises: e Create an alert for a specific security event, such as a high-severity threat.
e (enerate a compliance report and identify areas of the security policy that need improvement.

Common Pitfalls: e Over-alerting due to poorly defined event rules, leading to alert fatigue.
e Not configuring the Security Management Server to send logs to SmartEvent.
e Ignoring compliance blade recommendations, which leaves the environment vulnerable to common
misconfigurations.

Check Point Certified Security Expert (CCSE) Exam Prep Guide | 12



-

Quantum

Upgrades

Key Concepts: e Upgrade Methods: In-place upgrades, fresh installations, and using the Central Deployment Tool.
e Central Deployment Tool: A feature within SmartConsole for centrally managing software updates and hotfixes.
e \Version Compatibility: Understanding the compatibility between Security Gateways and the Management Server.

What You Need to e Select the appropriate upgrade method for a given scenario.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Use the Central Deployment Tool to install a hotfix on a Security Gateway.
e Verify the successful completion of an upgrade or hotfix installation.

Associated Lab e Perform a software upgrade on a Security Gateway.
Exercises: e Use the Central Deployment Tool to push a hotfix to a Gateway.
e \Verify the Gateway’s software version after the upgrade is complete.

Common Pitfalls: e Not backing up the Security Management Server and Gateway databases before an upgrade.
e Attempting to upgrade without checking for compatibility issues.
e Failing to use the Central Deployment Tool for managing hotfixes leading to manual, time-consuming updates.
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Module 6:

Key Concepts:

What You Need to
Know/Be Able to Do:

Associated Lab
Exercises:

Common Pitfalls:
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Advanced Upgrades and Migrations

e Database Migration: The process of exporting and importing the Security Management database from an older to a
newer version or a new appliance.

e Export/Import: The core process for migrating the management database.

e Distributed Environment: A network with a separate Security Management Server and multiple Security Gateways.

e Exporta Security Management Server database.
e Import a database to a new Security Management Server appliance or virtual machine.
e Validate the successful migration and ensure all policies and objects are present.

e Export the database from an existing Security Management Server.
e Setupanew Security Management Server and import the database.
e \Verify that all Gateways and policies are correctly linked and functional after the migration.

e Not properly backing up all data, including certificates and licenses, before a migration.
e Failing to correctly follow the migration procedure, leading to a corrupted database.
e Not verifying the integrity of the imported database, which can cause issues with policy installation later on.
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ElasticXL Cluster

Module 7:

Key Concepts: e ElasticXL Cluster: A high-performance, flexible cluster solution designed for large-scale environments.
e Scalability: The ability of the cluster to add more gateways to handle increasing traffic.
e Load Balancing: Distributing traffic across multiple Cluster Members to ensure optimal performance.

What You Need to e Describe the architecture and benefits of an ElasticXL Cluster.
Know/Be Able to Do: e Deploy and configure a new ElasticXL Cluster.
e Explain how the cluster handles traffic and provides high availability.

Associated Lab e Deploy an ElasticXL Security Gateway Cluster.
Exercises: e Test the load balancing and failover capabilities of the cluster.
e \Verify the cluster’s health and status using SmartConsole and command-Lline tools.

Common Pitfalls: e Improperly configured Cluster Members interfaces, preventing them from communicating.
e Not correctly defining the cluster object in SmartConsole.
e Misunderstanding the traffic flow and load balancing mechanisms within the cluster.
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Exam Day Preparation

Being prepared on exam day is just as important as your study efforts.

Before the Exam: After the Exam:
e Geta good night's sleep. e You receive an immediate pass/fail result on your Score
e Eata light healthy meal. report.
e Arrive early at the testing center (or log in early for OnVUE] to e The detailed Score report is also available in your Pearson
minimize stress. VUE account providing feedback on your performance in each
e Verify your ID requirements with Pearson VUE in advance to objective area.
avoid any issues.
e Review your notes on key concepts and commands one last time. Exam Retake Policy:
e If you fail your first attempt to pass any Check Point
During the Exam: certification exam, Check Point requires:
e Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock. Don't spend too » 24 hour waiting period before a second attempt
long on any single question. »  30-day waiting period between the second failed attempt
e Read Carefully: Read each question and all answer choices and any subsequent attempts
thoroughly before selecting an answer. Watch out for tricky
wording.

e Flag Questions: If you are unsure, flag the question and move on.
You can return to it later if you have time.

e Review Answers: If time permits, review all your answers,
especially those you flagged.

e Stay Calm: If you encounter a difficult question, take a deep
breath. A calm mind performs better.
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After passing your CCSE exam, what is next for your Check Point journey?

Download your e-Certificate

e Login to the User Center, Select Assets/Info or My Check Point,
Select My Certifications, Select Download Certificate.

e |f after three days your certificate is missing or incorrect, contact
the Account Services team for resolution:
» Call the_relevant number and select option 3.
» Open Chat or Web ticket and select the non-technical option.

Share your Accomplishment

e Share your Credly badge on social media:
https://support.credly.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020964272-
How-do-I-share-my-badge

e Attach your Credly badge to your email signature:
https://support.credly.com/hc/en-us/articles/360041543152-
Can-l-attach-my-badge-to-my-email-signature

Pursue the CCSM Certification
Achieve Check Point’s path to Security Master pass 2 Infinity
Specialist Accreditations before the CCSE expires.
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Continuous Learning

The cybersecurity landscape is constantly evolving as are Check
Point’s products. Commit to continuous learning by staying
updated with new Check Point features, software versions, and
emerging threats.

Engage with the Community

Join the CheckMates community (community.checkpoint.
com). Itis an invaluable resource for asking questions, sharing
knowledge, networking with other Check Point professionals,
and staying informed about the latest product updates and
discussions.

Certification FAQ’s

For answers to all questions concerning Check Point
Certifications, see the SecureKnowledge article - sk163417
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Best Wishes with your
CCSE exam preparation!

Your dedication and hands-on
practice will lead to success.
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